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HUDA NS OF Tl DEWATER VIRG NI A:

W have nuch response to our
previous article on this famly for
there are many descendants all over
the United States. M. Edward A.
Hudgi ns of 8148 Tidal Road, Norfolk,
Va. 23518, telephone No. 587-9023
has been accumul ating all available
data an the nanme and wi shes to hear
from others who do have data on the
Hudgins famly and allied, famly
connecti ons. The foll owi ng
information covers naterial M.
Edward A. Hudgi ns has brought to ne
for publication and wi th hi s
perm ssion and covers the Hudgins
famly of Mithews County, Virginia
by Houlder Hudgins [V of Boston,
Mass.

I ntroduction:

(A)-Oigin of the nane of Hudgins.
In a col I ection of manor i al
docunents possessed by the estate of
a certain Robert Blondell of Nottage
Court in Llandaff, Wiles, their is
one dated 1505 which shows the
ori gi nal Welsh spelling of our
famly name, as follows: RHWMTCHEN
(which neans, 'Lord of the Far
Seas' .)

At sone tine, not now precisely
known by anyone, a man by the nanme
of Rhwwttchen noved from Wales to
Li verpool in Lancastershire County,
Engl and. The English authorities
found it difficult to pronounce the
nane as it was spelled but sinmple to
spell it phonetically as it sounded
to them There were many common
English names of simlar sound such
as Hutchins, Huggins and Higgins.
This new nanme, as pronounced had
sonme new sound; it started with a

gutteral Celtic rolling "Rh"
followed by a sound like "udd"-in
the mddle and ending with a soft
sound like "jinz". It was
sinmplified by phonetics into

Hudgi ns, pronounced Hud-Jinz. and
thus it has been ever since.

Cccasionally one sees the nane
spelled in other forms, such as
Hudgen and Hudgin, but the plural
form of Hudgi ns dom nates.

(B). Oigin of the name: HOULDER
(HOLDER)
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The Hol der family of England is one
of the oldest in the realm and its
prom nence dates from the Norman
Conquest. As reward for his services
in the Battle of Hastings (1066),
Wlliam I, The Conqueror, knighted
Sir Christopher Holder and granted
him an enornous domain situated in

Lancast ershire. Upon this, Sir
Christopher built a castle known as
"Hol derness” which is still standing

and has renmained in the Holder
famly throughout history. It is
today in the estate of Lord Thomas
Hol der  of Hol der ness, a forner
Governor of Australia. (Coat-of-Arns
of the Holder famly:-Azure of desse
dancette between three griffins; two
bars gules, the upper charged wth
two, the lower with one bezant.)
(Crest:-On a Ducal coronet gules, a
lion sejeant d' or.)

The Hol ders have for centuries been
associ at ed W th t he col oni al
expansion of the British Enpire.
They were ship-builders and still

are. They oper at ed fleets of
commercial ships, and still do.
They received royal grants of |ands
in all parts  of the Enpire,

including a grant in the mddle 17th
century of 12,000 acres in what
became d oucester County, Virginia.
In Geer's "Early Virginia
Immigrants” we find that a John
Hol der and his wfe Elizabeth
patented lands in Elizabeth Gty and
G oucester Counties in 1650 and that

hi s grandson’ s nane appears
frequently. in parish records as
"Thomas Hol der of G oucester. "

Anot her Hol der, John (son of Henry
and Maud Sel wn, she the daughter of
Lord Jasper Selwyn of Canbrideshire,
Eng.) settled first in d oucester
then noved to the Barbados where he
died in 1670. And so goes the record
of many Hol ders in many pl aces.

The comercial interests of the
Hol der family were far flung and
di verse, though always connected in
way w th ships and shipping. Today
the Holder famly, doing" business
as Hol der Br ot hers, Ltd., are
anongst the | ar gest shi ppi ng
nmerchants in the world. They founded
the original Peninsula and Oiental
Lines, were participants in the
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founding of the Cunard Line and are
today agents for that great conpany
in nmost South Anmerican Counties and
in Australia and New Zeal and.

Ancestors of Houl der Hudgins |

(A) On the Hudgi ns side:

Thomas Hudgins was the first
Hudgins of the New, or English,
spelling in our line born outside of
Wal es. He was born hi Liverpool in
1620 whence his father and famly
had noved from the town of LIandaff
in @ anorganshire, Wales. He was a
ship-builder by trade, of a fanmly
of shi pbui | ders, traders and
fishermen. There is no known record
of the name of Thonmas' wife.

Thomas Hudgins had a son, Robert
Hudgi ns, born in Lancaster in the
year 1660. Robert Hudgi ns prospered
greatly, maintained a | arge shipyard
and shi p-building enterprise and had
homes both in Lancastershire and in
the famly hometown of Llandaff,
Wl es. In 1686 he was appointed
Sheriff of Llanthony, a position
which he held to the day of his
deat h.

Robert Hudgins married Charlotte
Lewi s, daughter of Henry Lewis of
Trel ech, Wales, in 1701. They lived

t hereafter in Li ver pool but
maintained his famly hone in
Ll andaf f . (Not e how often in

succeedi ng generations the names
Charlotte and Lewi s recur. As you
will see later, Robert and Charlotte
educated and raised their grandson,
Houl der | and he had great affection
for them.

Robert and Charlotte Hudgins had
four children, all sons, of whom
WIlliam Hudgins was, for our
pur poses, the nost inportant:

W Iiam Hudgins 1702-1771
John Hudgi ns 1705-1784
Lewi s Hudgi ns 1706-17*
Robert Hudgi ns 1710-1791

Wl liam Hudgi ns" was the father of
Houl der | but for the nmonent we will
pass over that to explore the
ancest ors:

(B) On the Hol der side.
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Previously we have nentioned that
there had been a certain John Hol der
who died in the Barbados and who had
married a Maud Selwyn of Canbridge
Eng. He had a brother by the nane
of Thomas Hol der who married Sarah
Selwn, Maud's sister. The Selwn
sisters were the daughters of Lord
Jasper Selwyn, son of Sir WIIiam
son of Sir Roger, son of Sir John
Selwn all of Canbridgeshire' (see
Burge's Peerage). Thomas and Sarah
Hol der had a son, Hunphrey Hol der,
who nmarried Mary Shakespeare of
Stratford-on Avon.

Hunphrey and Mary Holder had a
daughter, Mary Anne Hol der who was
born in 1717 in Stratford-on- Avon,
in 1737 she married WIIliam Hudgi ns.
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