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HUDG NS FAM LY

HUDGA NS FAM LY OF MATHEWS COUNTY,
GLOUCESTER, YOUR AND ELI ZABETH C TY
COUNTI ES, VI RG N A Hampt on  now
covers t he entire county of
Eli zabeth Cty. The follow ng data
has been used and wi th pern ssion of
M. Edward A. Hudgins, 8148 Ti dal
Road, Norfol k, Va. 23518, tel ephone
No. 587-9023, we are publishing the
data here and continue fromthe | ast
issue of this feature. This data is
nmost informative and of interest to
all of Tidewater Virginia. Much of
this Hudgins data includes human
interest information, which should

be received well by the Hudgins
famly, as well as others, since it
covers the early hor se- dr awn

carriages including the surrey. It
al so includes the steam boat along
the river. W now continue:

“Gone are the days of the good
ship ‘Mobjack’, trusty sidewheeler
that conveyed us from dd Point
Confort (Fort NMNonroe in Hanpton,
Va.) up the bay to WIllians Warf.
She (neaning the boat) always |eft
at six in the norning served
breakfast en route which was an
adventure in itself. The dining
table in the mess was on gi nbal s and
as the old ship rocked the rim of
the table was first over your head
then under your knees. This was
eating “on the fly” and no place for
one with a weak stomach, what wth
the snells of fish and bacon m xed
with coal smoke from a follow ng
wi nd. But she got you there and it
was a great delight to see her pull
up to the docks and take on fish and
oysters to be sent to the market in
Balti nore (Maryl and.)”

“Gone too is the famly surrey
with the white horse and dear bl ack
Mllie at the helm She was ny
father’s ‘Nannie’, a freed slave who
refused to be free. Her command of
the vehicle was conparable to that
of a coachman of t he Royal
Househol d. The trip to ‘Bellefield
was long and tedious, a full six
mles and a good two hours, what
with a stop at Mathews courthouse to
pi ck some neat and a |oad of |ocal
gossip at the store. Being a boy, |
had to be given neat, but no other
boy down there ever had neat, only
chicken and fish. | rather resented
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this aspect of being in a different
category. To establish ny equality
| can remenber that a collie dog,
naned Steptoe, frequently got ny
serving by devious neans.”

“Still left are two inpressive
land rmarks. One of them is a
Baptist Church on the road from
Mat hews Courthouse to M| ford Haven

built by Houlder Hudgins, 11, for
his brother-in-law, Rev. Thonas Mise
Hunl ey, a Baptist mnister. Later,

Houl der’ s nephew Robert becane the
mnister and | renmenber him as
“Uncl e Robert’. The other | andmark
is at the intersection of the road
to MIford Haven and the entrance to
‘Bellefield , there stands a country
store once owned by John Lews
Hudgi ns, son of Houl der Hudgins, I,
one of those wonderful stores with a
Post Ofice, plows and nolasses
candy. Here now stands a |l arge sign
that advertises Texaco Gasoline,
proclaimng to the world.”

“THIS IS HUDA NS, VIRAENA " *“The
bal ance of this paper wll be
devoted to a genealogy in tabular
form of all +the descendants of

WIlliam and Mary Hol der Hudgins in
Arerica to the extent that they are
known to ne. The data cones from
three sources: (1) The Register of
Ki ngst on Pari sh, the of ficial
journal of the Church of England of
which, in the first two generations,
all menbers of this famly were
menbers. In this register are
listed many births, marriages and
deat hs, but nore frequently than not
much inportant detail is mssing,
and (2) the famly Bible of Houl der
Hudgi ns, I, whi ch gi ves
suppl enentary detail, but which an
obj ective anal yst woul d det ect
considerable bias for and against
t hose who pl eased and di spl eased the
one who nmade the entries, the worst
results of which are nore in the
om ssions than in errors of fact,
and (3) a considerable file of
correspondence and mnenoranda drawn
from various descendants by ny
father and his two brothers and
| ater by nyself. These are filled
with information which is nost
useful but, due to the very nature
of the sources, have required
massive research and editing to
bri ng coherence and accuracy. There
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are still many gaps in our know edge
and wundoubtedly sone inaccuracies
still exi st. The author will

appreciate any information from any
reader who can contribute m ssing
details, further extensions of the
lines and clear up factual data.
All i nterested descendant s or
readers are respectfully requested
to get in touch with the witer.”

( NOTE: As given above the data
was sent and with perm ssion of the
naned M. Edward A. Hudgins of
Norfol k, Va., however, the data
originally conpiled by M. Houl der
Hudgi ns, 31 Brinmer Street, Boston,
Massachusetts.
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