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HUDGE NS FAM LY

HUDGA NS FAM LY OF MATHEWS COUNTY,
VIRGNNA AS WELL AS ENGLAND. This
data continues from the previous
issue of this feature and since the
Hudgins famly connects with many
other Tidewater famlies, this space
is allowed. The name connects wth
A oucester, York, Elizabeth Cty Co.
(now the Cty of Hanpton) and
Norfol k Counties, Virginia. Thi s
i ssue begins with the Mithews Co.,
Va. Brothers, so we continue:

“In the year 1743 Wi am Hudgi ns,
hi s t hree br ot hers and their

famlies | eft their hones in
Li ver pool , Engl and to settle
permanently in the Domnion of
Vi rginia. They had frequently

visited the Tidewater area in prior
years in their capacities as
captains of the ships owned and
operated by their father, Robert
Hudgi ns. The locality appealed to
them as a good base for shipbuilding
and as a staging point for their
tradi ng busi ness. The farm ng and
fishing opportunities were also
great, their prospects were bright
and their hopes were high.”

WIIliam (Hudgins) selected MIford
Haven in the County of d oucester as
the nost likely place to live and
purchased there a small manor known
as ‘Hesse Castle’ from a retiring
arnmy officer named John Armn stead.
He had purchased from the Crown
considerable lands in the nearby
Counti es of M ddl esex, Yor k,
Eli zabeth Cty and Hanover which he
and hi s br ot hers wor ked as
pl ant ati ons. The group prospered,
exchanged and purchased nore | and,
ever closer to the base in MIford

Haven. Wthin a period of a few..

<illegible> .alnbst the entire shore
of the Planketank River from Gwns
Island to Hanpton. Most of this
land was in what was then { oucester
Co.”

“By the act of the Virginia
Assenbly of Decenber 16, 1790, the
County of @ oucester was divided and
that portion in which the Hudgins
famly lived becanme WMathews County
effective January 1, 1791. Mat hews
County was named in honor of Ceneral
CGeorge Mathews, and Indian fighter
and officer in the Revolutionary
War. He was fampus for his w nning
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command at the Battle of Point
Pl easant which was said to have been
one of the bloodiest Indian wars in
hi story. In the Revolution he
di stingui shed hinself at the Battle
of Brandywine and at Gernantown.
Following the Revolution GCeneral
Mat hews noved to Georgia where he
becane the Governor of the new
state, and office which he held from
1793 to 1796.”
HUDG NS BROTHERS

“Robert Hudgi ns  of Li ver pool ,
Eng. , marri ed Charlotte Lew s,
daughter of Henry Lewis of Trel ech,
Wales in 1701. They had five
chil dren:

WIIliam Hudgins — 1702-1771

John Hudgi ns — 1705-1784

Lewi s Hudgins - 1706-1799

Robert Hudgins - 1710-1791

“As a group the four Dbrothers
nmoved to d oucester County, Virginia
in 1743. Undoubt edly each of them
was married at the tine, however,
the nanes of wves, if any, are not
known except for the wife of WIliam
Hudgi ns, Mary Anne Hol der. Each
married Virginia wonmen |ater.”

“WIliam Hudgi ns (1702-1771)
married tw ce:

First wife married in 1737 was
Mary Anne Hol der and had issue:

Houl der Hudgins, I. (1738-1815)

W1 Iiam Hudgi ns, Jr. (1740-1800)

Lewi s Sel wn Hudgins (1744- )

Robert Hudgins (1746- )

W liam Hudgins mar. 2" on 1756,
Joanna Dreggs, and had:

Ant hony Hudgins (1757- )

MIllie Hudgins (1759- )

W1 Iiam Dreggs Hudgi ns (1761- )

O these, the principle subject of
this paper is Houl der Hudgins, 1.7

John Hudgins (1705-1784) married
three tines:

Mar. 1%, in 1754 to Anne Respess,
no children.

Mar. 2", 1764, Sara Mlin, no
chil dren.

Mar. 3'% in 1774, Mary Carney and
had one chil d:

| veson Hudgins (1775- )

“Lewi s Hudgins (1706-1799) narried
only once in Virginia to Elizabeth
Burton in 1757; and had issue:

W Iiam Hudgi ns born 1758.

John Hudgi ns, born 1760.

“Robert Hudgi ns (1710-1791).
There are no Virginia marriages or
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children recorded for him It is
not known whether he had a wife and
children from Engl and.”

“HOULDER HUDA NS, |, OF MNATHEWS
COUNTY, VA, AND H'S FAM LY.

Houl der Hudgins, I, son of WIIliam
and Mary Hol der Hudgi ns, was born in
Li verpool, England, in 1738, cane

with his father to @ oucester
County, Virginia in 1743, was sent
back to his grandfather’s house in
1748 shortly after the death of his
nmot her. Here he was educated by the
weal t hy Robert Hudgi ns, who returned
himto Virginia in 1766 to take over
a grant of land on the Pl anketank
River at MIlford Haven, where he

bui | d this magni fi cent manor
‘difton.”
“Houl der Hudgins, I, built and

operated two shipyards, one at
MIlford Haven in the lce of Owns
Island, the other in the ‘Back Bay’
behi nd ad Poi nt Conf ort in
Eli zabeth Cty County (now the City
of Hanpton, Va.) He built and
operated a fleet of packet boats
which plied their trade along the
coast from the Barbados to the
Massachusetts Bay area. He was a
fornmer naval officer and Captain of
the Royal Navy, bully conversant
with the sea, sailed his own ships
on their trials and sonme voyages
(the last year a copy of Blount’s
“Amrerican Coast Pilot’ dated 1809
bearing the signature of Houl der
Hudgi ns of Mat hews, Va. was found in
a collection of Mysti c, Conn.
Houl der had given this book to a
friend of his Newburyport, Mass.).”
“I't mght be assuned that a man
who had served in the Royal Navy as
an officer mght have Tory | eanings
at the outbreak of the Revolution.
W do not know about this, but one
thing we do know i s that when actual
war broke out and hostilities
approached the shores of Virginia,
Houl der took sides wth his new
country in no uncertain terms.”
“During the year 1780 Lord Dunnore
conducted a canpaign against the
forces of Revol utionary  General
Andrew Lewi s, who was placed in the
area of Mathews County. Dunnore’s
assault was by sea up the Pl anket ank
and by a landing party via Point
Pl easant. This placed MIford Haven
directly in the line of battle.
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Enraged by this, Houlder Hudgins
fitted out one of his fleet, the
brigantine ‘Queen Charlotte’, as a
war vessel, manned it and presented
it to General Lewis to repel the
i nvaders. There ensued the Battle
of Gwns Island at the end of which
the attack was thwarted and the
forces of Lord Dunnore dispersed.”

“An account of the above incident
appeared in the July 10, 1812 issue
of ‘The Virginia Argus’ as foll ows:

‘ Houl der  Hudgi ns, Esq., was a
menber of the @ oucester County
committee of Safety and in 1780
fitted out, manned and presented to
General Andrew Lewis a vessel called
the “Queen Charlotte” which played a

critical part in the Battle of
Gwn’s Island in which the forces of
Lord Dunnor e wer e deci sively

def eated.’
“M. Hudgins was the owner of a
fleet of vessels trading to and from

the West |[|ndies. H's honme was
situated directly in the line of
attack of the Dunnore forces. It

was a natural and patriotic action
for himto assist in the destruction
of the eneny by driving himfromthe
shores of his own County and his
very homne.”

O her facts:

“Houl der Hudgi ns was appoi nted one
of five Justices of the Court of
Oyer and Terminer for @ oucester
pursuant to an act of the Virginia
Assenbly in 1789. VWhen Mat hews
County was created in 1791 he was
appointed the same Judgeship for
Mat hews, a position he held until
his death in 1815.~

“From birth Houl der Hudgi ns was a
devout Christian, a nenber of the
Church of England and a Vestrynan of
Ki ngston Parish from 1780 to 1787.
As a sanple of the constitution of
the Vestry, the following is a copy
of the Register for the year 1780:

Precinct 1. Sami| Buckner and John
Elliot

Preci nct 2.
Joseph Ki ng

Pr eci nct 3.
Ri chard G egory

Pr eci nct 4.
Josi ah Dean

Precinct 5.
Ezeki al Lane

Duncan dinn and
Dudley Cary and
Thomas Hayes and

Houl der Hudgi ns and
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Precinct 6. Geo. Gayle and Thos.
Tabb

Precinct 7. Robert Billups and
Henry Kni ght

Precinct 8. Thos. Billups and
Joseph Degge, Sr.

Precinct 9. Jas. Hunley and Jos.
Degge, Jr.

Precinct 10. Jas. Thomas and Jno
Arm st ead

Pr eci nct 11. Jas. Har per and
Joseph M ler.

(NOTE: Wth the perm ssion of M.
Edward A. Hudgi ns the above data has
been printed and in hopes that
others would be able to furnish nore
data on the lines of the Hudgins
famly in order to place them in
print. W do know that the records
of Mathews and G oucester Cos. are
very sparing. It is suggested that
those who have Hudgins connections
keep these articles for future
reference. Any additional materi al
pl ease forward to M. Edward A
Hudgi ns, 8148 Tidal Road, Norfolk,
Va. 23518, tel ephone 587-9023.)
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