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HUDG NS FAM LY

HUDGA NS FAM LY OF MATHEWS COUNTY,
VIRG NIA AND RELATED FAM LIES. This
witer has had so nmany requests for
nmore data on the nanme of Hudgins
from those in the Tidewater area of
Virginia, as well as from out of
state with many tel ephone calls. So
we continue with additional data on
Houl der Hudgins from issues of this
past Spri ng.

"In 1788 Houl der Hudgins severed
his official connection wth the
Ki ngston Parish Church and, due to
the influence of his brother Robert
Hudgi ns and Cales Hunley, both of
whom were Baptist mnisters, he
affiliated with the Baptist Church.
He was extrenely active in this new
connection, was a deacon of the
church, att ended al | Bapt i st
conventi ons. Hi s sons WIliam
Thomas, John and Houl der Hudgi ns al |
becamre promnent and influential
Baptists."

"Politically, Houlder Hudgins was
what mght be called a ‘Solid
Denocrat of the Jeffersonian School .
He was a nenber of the House of
Del egat es of Virginia from
A oucester County (Va.) from1790 to
1796 and was thereafter a nenber of
the State Senate to his death in
1815. He encouraged his sons to
participate in civic affairs and his
sons Thomas and Houl der followed in
his footsteps as Menbers of t he
House of Del egates serving Mathews
and Mddlesex Counties for over
thirty years. Oher nenbers of the
famly to do so were D. A G
Hudgi ns, WIIliam Todd, Judge Thonas
J. Christian, George Yeatnman Hunl ey

and Julian Todd Christian. Bot h
Houl ders and Thomas took an active
part in their party, att ended
nat i onal conventions representing

their districts and Houl der Hudgi ns,
I, seconded the nomnation of
Martin Van Bur en for t he
Presi dency. "

"Late in the Spring of 1812 the
British once again were threatening
the shores of WMathews County (Va.)
as part of their assault on the
Pot omac River and Washington, D.C
Once again, Houlder Hudgins took

Sunday, Septenber 29, 1974

steps to defend his County, as
evidenced by the following article
in the 'Virginia Argus’ of July 10,
1812: 'The County of Mithews is
exposed to the inroads of the eneny,
if any eneny dare to pollute our
threshold by his tread. Lyi ng
bet ween t he wat er s of t he
Pi anket ank, the Chesapeake, and
Mobj ack Bays and the North River it
includes Gwn Island, one of the
scenes of the infanbus raid and
ravages of Lord Dunnore during the
Revol uti on. General Andrew Lew s
with the aid of patriotic citizens
of Mat hews, particul arly Capt .
Houl der Hudgi ns of difton.

‘The citizens of Mathews have
lately held a neeting presided over
by M. Hudgi ns  at which they
requested him to apply to the
Governor, Hon. Barbour, for arns and
field pieces. M. Hudgins has
preferred his application and M.
Bar bour has promised to send down
the arns and field pieces.’

"There are 85 'Silver Geys’, all
veterans of the Revolution, capable
of doing duty, who will be organized
into tw conpanies for the hone
def ense, one under the comand of
M. John Patterson of Popular G ove
and the other under the comrand of
M. Houl der Hudgins.’ (Note: This
ended the Argus article. - Ed.)

"Houl der Hudgins |, Esq., planter,
shi p- bui | der, seanan, mer chant ,
churchman, judge of the Court of
Mat hews, State Delegate and State
Senator, nenber of the Committee of
Public Safety of d oucester County
during the Revolution, patriot and
fighter against invading eneny on
two occasions and sire of a large
and still expandi ng cor ps of
descendants died on Decenber 12,
1815, at the age of 77, was buried

in the famly burial ground at
Adifton."”

"Besides raising a large famly of
hi s own, Houl der Hudgins, |, amassed
a great fortune in lands, nmanors,
houses ships and sl aves. O the
latter he left 200 slaves to his
heirs. (Note: - At the time of

witing this paper; 1958, nodern
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i ndustry considers that a common
| aborer may be equated at cost to a
capital investnent of $30,000 in
machi nery and equi pnent. On this
basi s, Houl der Hudgi ns' slaves have
a present value of $6,000,000. Land
in Mathews Co., Va. is presently
worth $250 an acre, Houl der' s
hol di ngs of sone 12,000 acres would
be worth t oday an addi ti onal
$3, 000, 000.)"

"I have in ny possession a copy of
his will certified by his friend and
fellow justice of the Court of
Mat hews  County, John  Patterson
wi t nessed by three of his neighbor,
James Vaughn, John Merchant and
David Valentine (each of whom
married one of his granddaughters)
and signed in his own hand on the
29t h of February, 1815, at difton."

"Not only had his enterprises
gi ven support to endl ess nenbers of
his famly and friends during his
lifetime, he was nore than generous
in providing them with honmes and
slaves, and to each he left a good
share of his worldly goods. To each
of his sons he had previously
conveyed life tenancy in their hones
and sizable tracts of land. Now he
gave them his personal property and
slaves pro rata and of average
sel ecti on, except t hat certain
sl aves whi ch had expressed their own
preference of owner were satisfied
He took particular care to provide
his daughters and grand-daughters
with life tenancy of homes and
slaves, but further provided that
these should revert to his sons in
the event that wonen had nal e issue.
He rather pointedly took care of his
| ast wife, Harriott, and her
daughter, Charlotte Lewi s Hudgins,
and equally pointedly cut out his
grand- daughter Ms. Martha Frances
Gayle unless she divorced her
husband John Gayl e, for whom Houl der
had no use whatever, remarking that
he ‘was cruel to slaves'. Mar t ha
was his first and, up to the tine
she ran off with John Gayle, his
favorite grandchild."

"In closing this story of Houlder
Hudgins 1, one nust observe that
here is a story that so conpletely
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fulfills our every our every
expectati on of what an Anmerican Saga
should be that it fully deserves the
space given here to it. Here was a
man, born of the best, given every
educational and social advantage,
who did the utnost to justify the
faith that had been reposed in him
He stopped to learn and having
| earned he used his wi sdomto expand
both hinself and all those around
him He ended his life honored and
loved by his famly and friends and
respect ed by hi s descendants. "
Si gned: Houl der Hudgins, 1V, 1958. -

Now we continue with more of the
geneal ogy of the Hudgins famly

“The Family O Houl der Hudgins I,
of Mat hews  County, Va. Houl der
Hudgins | (1738-1815) married four
tinmes:

"Married 1st in 1769, Mary Hunley
(1742-1773), had t wo chil dren

W Iiam Houl der Hudgins (1771-1840);
Nancy Yeatnman (1773-1838).

"Married 2nd in 1774 to Mary Gwn
(1744-1793) had three children: John
Lewi s Hudgins (1775-1871);

Thomas Hudgins (1788-1862); Mary
Gwn Hudgins (1792-7?).

"Married 3rd, 1794 to Elizabeth
Anderson ( 1774-1804), had three
children: Ariadne Elizabeth Hudgi ns

(1795-?); Robert Hudgins  (1797-
1859); Houlder Hudgins, I1, (1799-
1868) .

"Married 4th in 1806, Harriott
VWhitting (dates unknown); one child
Charlotte Lewis Hudgins ( 1807-?)."

"Mary Hunley Hudgins (1742-1772),
first wife of Houl der Hudgins I, was
the daughter of Janes Hunley and
Mary Morgan of York County. Janes
Hunl ey was the son of Capt. Philip
Hunl ey and Ann Pettus, daughter of
John Pettus (of the Council of
Virginia, whose fanmly was related
to the Berkl eys, Manuns, and Pages).
James Hunley was a Vestryman of
Ki ngston Pari sh. Menber of the
G oucester Committee of Publ i c
Safety, nei ghbor and friend of
WIIliam Hudgi ns. "
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"Mary Hunley's Dbrother, Cal eb,
Hunl ey, married Elizabeth Smith of
Abi ngdon and they had a son, Robert
Taliaferro Hunley. This son was
born in d oucester Co., Va. in 1775,
died 1841, nmarried Sarah Robinson
Yeatman in 1804, the daughter of
Thonas Muse Yeat man and Mar y
Tonpki ns. ™

"Robert Taliaferro Hunley and his
wife Sarah had a son named Thomas
Muse Hunl ey who becanme a prom nent
Met hodi st minister. Thomas Muse
Hunley was born in 1817, married
Mary Mller in 1843 and left a large

famly. He | ater became a Bapti st
divine and was mnister of the
Church of Mathews County. The

Robert Taliaferro Hunleys had two
daughters, Sarah Robinson Hunley,

(1803-1830) and Eizabeth Virginia
Hunl ey (1814-1841) both of whom
marri ed Houl der Hudgi ns, I,

(El'i zabeth being nmnmy grandnother,

whose portrait hangs in our living
room)"

"Caleb Hunley and Elizabeth Smith
Hunl ey had a son, Robert Yelverton
Hunl ey whose daught er, Mar y
Yelverton Hunley (known as Polly)
marri ed Wl ter Gwn Hudgi ns,
grandson of Houl der Hudgins, 1.

"WIlliam Boulder Hudgins (1771-
1840), son of Houlder Hudgins, I,
and Mary Hunley, nmarried Frances
Gwn of Gwn's Island in 1795 and
had two children: Martha Frances
Hudgins ( 1797 -?); Walter Gmwyn,
Hudgi ns (1799-7?). "

"Mart ha Frances Hudgi ns was
Houl der Hudgi ns, ['s first
grandchild and his great favorite.
He had great social hopes for her

but she fell in love with a nman
naned John Gayle, who Houl der felt
was cruel. She threatened to run

away with Gayle, which so displ eased
her grandfather that he cut her off
from his wll. He stipul ated,
however, that if she would rid
herself of Gayle she was to receive
a large interest in property, 20
slaves, and a share of the profits
of his business. She married Gayle
and they had a son, Levin Gayle, who
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becane a nost di sti ngui shed
Virginian." Readers, besides reading
this Hudgins data keep all copies
for future famly records.
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